
In the Appendix to his book Narrative, written at age 27, Frederick Douglass wrote: 

“I find, since reading over the foregoing Narrative, that I have, in several instances, spoken in 

such a tone and manner, respecting religion, as may possibly lead those unacquainted with my 

religious views to suppose me an opponent of all religion. To remove the liability of such 

misapprehension, I deem it proper to append the following brief explanation. What I have said 

respecting and against religion, I mean strictly to apply to the slaveholding religion of this land, 

and with no possible reference to Christianity proper; for, between the Christianity of this 

land, and the Christianity of Christ, I recognize the widest possible difference… 

“Sincerely and earnestly hoping that this little book may do something toward throwing light 

on the American slave system, and hastening the glad day of deliverance to the millions of my 

brethren in bonds—faithfully relying upon the power of truth, love, and justice, for success in 

my humble efforts—and solemnly pledging myself anew to the sacred cause,—I subscribe 

myself, Frederick Douglass.” 

-from Narrative (1845) 

 

In an address 45 years later on the 7th of December, 1890, Frederick Douglass said: 

"I have seen dark hours in my life, and I have seen the darkness gradually disappearing, and 

the light gradually increasing. One by one I have seen obstacles removed, errors corrected, 

prejudices softened, proscriptions relinquished, and my people advancing in all the elements 

that make up the sum of general welfare. I remember that God reigns in eternity and that, 

whatever delays, disappointments, and discouragements may come, truth, justice, liberty and 

humanity will prevail." 

-from The Negro in Literature and Art (1921) 

 

Narrative online in PDF format: 

https://www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/Douglass/Narrative/Douglass_Narrative.pdf  (Note – Don’t 
skip the Preface) 

https://www.ibiblio.org/ebooks/Douglass/Narrative/Douglass_Narrative.pdf

