
Quote: John Henry Newman 

 

How the devil gains control of a person, or a society: 

Do you think he is so unskillful in his craft, as to ask you openly and plainly to join him 

in his warfare against the Truth? No; he offers you baits to tempt you. He promises you 

civil liberty; he promises you equality; he promises you trade and wealth; he promises 

you a remission of taxes; he promises you reform.  

This is the way in which he conceals from you the kind of work to which he is putting 

you; he tempts you to rail against your rulers and superiors; he does so himself, and 

induces you to imitate him; or he promises you illumination, he offers you knowledge, 

science, philosophy, enlargement of mind.  

He scoffs at times gone by; he scoffs at every institution which reveres them. He 

prompts you what to say, and then listens to you, and praises you, and encourages 

you. He bids you mount aloft. He shows you how to become as gods. Then he laughs 

and jokes with you, and gets intimate with you; he takes your hand, and gets his 

fingers between yours, and grasps them, and then you are his. 

("Tract 83, Sermon 1," delivered at Oxford on June 29, 1838.) 

John Henry Newman (21 February 1801 – 11 August 1890) was an English theologian and poet, first 

an Anglican priest and later a Roman Catholic priest and cardinal, who was an important and controversial 

figure in the religious history of England in the 19th century. He was known nationally by the mid-1830s. 

Originally an evangelical Oxford University academic and priest in the Church of England, Newman became 

drawn to the high-church tradition of Anglicanism. He became known as a leader of, and an able polemicist for 

the Oxford Movement, an influential and controversial grouping of Anglicans who wished to return to the 

Church of England many Catholic beliefs and liturgical rituals from before the English Reformation. In this, the 

movement had some success. In 1845 Newman, joined by some but not all of his followers, officially left the 

Church of England and his teaching post at Oxford University and was received into the Catholic Church. He 

was quickly ordained as a priest and continued as an influential religious leader, based in Birmingham. In 1879, 

he was created a cardinal by Pope Leo XIII in recognition of his services to the cause of the Catholic Church in 

England. He was instrumental in the founding of the Catholic University of Ireland in 1854, although he had 

left Dublin by 1859. CUI in time evolved into University College Dublin, today the largest university in Ireland. 

Newman was also a literary figure of note: his major writings include the Tracts for the Times (1833–1841), his 

autobiography Apologia Pro Vita Sua (1865–1866), the Grammar of Assent (1870), and the poem "The Dream 

of Gerontius" (1865), which was set to music in 1900 by Edward Elgar. He wrote the popular hymns "Lead, 

Kindly Light" and "Praise to the Holiest in the Height" (taken from Gerontius). 

Newman's beatification was officially proclaimed by Pope Benedict XVI on 19 September 2010 during his visit 

to the United Kingdom. His canonisation was officially approved by Pope Francis on 12 February 2019, and 

took place on 13 October 2019. 


